A Most Precious
State of Mind
Freedom.
It is the yearning for the kind of peace that can only be found by those who don’t have it.
Elizabeth Freeman, known by her owners as “Mum Bett,” gave a perfect definition of freedom when she
became the first enslaved person in Colonial America to win her liberty in a court of law in May of 1781.
“Any time, any time while I was a slave, if one minute’s freedom had been
offered to me and I had been told I must die at the end of that minute, I would
have taken it – just to stand one minute on God’s earth a free woman – I
would!”
She changed her name, with emphasis on “Freeman.” After she walked out of
that courtroom in Great Barrington, Ma., a free woman, slavery was
abolished in Massachusetts because of what was written in the Declaration of
Independence.
As they say, “Black history is American history.”
Lifting the loathsome blanket of chattel slavery as a by-product of the Civil
War was, in effect, just as important as the Colonists defeating the British in
the Revolutionary War.
The clash of the Continental Army and old King George’s military forces
guaranteed self determination for all Americans and that included African
Elizabeth Freeman
Americans, but Washington, Adams and Jefferson, et al, just wasn’t aware
of it.
Juneteenth and Independence Day, the July 4th version of emancipation, merged in 1865 and finally
wiped away the hypocrisy of both the Declaration of Independence and the Constitution.
“Black history is American history.”
In retrospect, especially to African Americans, it certainly feels rude and dismissive that it would take
over two years after President Lincoln presented the Emancipation Proclamation (Sept. 22, 1862) for
slaves throughout the United States to be freed by decree instead of waiting until June 19, 1865, when a
final decree was read by Union Army General Gordon Grainger in Galveston, TX.
Or, as Spurs coach Gregg Popovich, recently said, “I might be too cynical or maybe … realistic, but it
sort of felt like a lot of politicians acquiesced to Juneteenth. We have a system that keeps Black and
Brown people in the background. That’s really depressing. You still see it today with voting rights. So,
it’s just been a part of our country. Always has been.”

President Biden signed bill S. 475 the “Juneteenth National Independence Day Act” on June 17, 2021,
which makes June 19th a National Holiday, which was long
overdue. It forever locked June 19th and July 4th together.
However, we Texans have always thought Juneteenth held
that special “Holiday” designation, even decades ago when
many Americans, including those of color, didn’t know much
about this holiday.
We’re glad y’all other Americans caught up.
As special as Juneteenth is in the Lone Star State it is extra
special in San Antonio, deep in the heart of Texas.
Stephen A. Smith
The third celebratory tribute of Juneteenth was the three-day
celebration of family, food and fun at Comanche Park #2.
It continued all day and into Saturday evening with more festivities on Sunday, Juneteenth.
This festival, held at other venues the first two years, has been a part of San Antonio’s Juneteenth
celebration since 1996.
This year, on top of the Juneteenth weekend will be the Independence Freedom Festival on Saturday,
July 2 and Sunday, July 3 in New Braunfels.
ESPN sportscaster Stephen A. Smith will be the keynote speaker among the roster of activities and
renown guests at the New Braunfels Civic and Convention Center on July 2.

(Continued from Page 2)
The posture of the Juneteenth Celebration, something that looks very much the same no matter where in
the nation it is taking place, is not by design. It is the unrestrained demonstration of freedom and liberty
that even today can’t be felt by Black Americans 100 percent of the time.
General Robert E. Lee, commanding officer of the Confederate Army,
surrendered on April 9, 1865, but as far as the Rebel Army in Texas was
concerned the Civil War was not over.
General Kirby Smith was one of the last Rebel leaders to order his troops to lay
down their arms.
So, Texas was noncompliant from the start but in a totally unplanned set of
circumstances it started what historian Annette Gordon-Reed called the
“Texification” of Juneteenth.
Annette GordonReed

Gordon-Reed, a Pulitzer Prize winner a Harvard University professor who was born in Livingston, TX,
once wrote, “It is staggering that there is no date commemorating the end of slavery in the United
States.”
It is said that Texans hold an innate belief that anything that happens in Texas is special, good or bad, so
Juneteenth is “Texified.”
Yeah, that’s right. “Texified.”
This story didn’t start in Galveston in 1865, it started in Virginia in 1619 when the first slave ship landed
in what would become the United States and there have been many events that led to Juneteenth and this
date sets the tone for this nation just like Texas -- itself was a sovereign country until joining the USA in
1845 – and its history mirrors United States history.
Just like the fateful step taken by Elizabeth Freeman, there were times before the Civil War ended that
Blacks sued for the freedom but not in a courtroom.
In 1862 elements of the Union Army operating in the Georgia, South Carolina and Florid battle theaters
started issuing calls for run-away slaves.
As depicted in the movie “Glory,” which featured Denzel Washington and Morgan Freeman along with
Matthew Broderick, Massachusetts Governor John A. Andrew issued the call for Blacks to join the army
in 1863, leading to the formation of the 54th Regiment.
Months earlier run-away slaves formed the 1st and 2nd Union Regiments of South Carolina.
Ultimately over 180,000 Blacks, nearly 10 percent of the Union forces, would become crucial in the
North’s victory over the South because the Union Army grew after 1863 while the Rebel army was so in
need of troops that teens and men over 50 were drafted.
About 90,000 of those 180,000 inductees were run-away slaves.
It is stories like the aforementioned accounts that make the celebration of Juneteenth something to
cherish. It is with that thought in mind that the San Antonio Juneteenth Association is presenting it as a
historical learning experience packed with culturally
rich events, delicious food and unforgettable
entertainment.
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At this time every year, African Americans celebrate like their ancestors did in 1866. Like the lithograph
displayed on this website, it was spontaneous, a grand ballroom dance in the streets of Washington, D.C.
And each year in various ways it was replicated and today that “Dance” occurs throughout the United
States of America. There is talk that eventually it will eventually go worldwide.

San Antonio’s
Juneteenth
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